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Dear 8ir: Opinion No. 0-3748
Res Should coples of birth and death
cortifioates filed with the county
clerk be filed amd properly indexed,
or should they be filed, recorded
in full and indexed?

Your letter of June 23, 194, requesting an opimiom of this depart~
ment upon she above stated queation has been received.

We gquots from your letter as followsy

"Wo are interested in saving as much time and expense
as possidle im the operation of all offices in this county
and would like to have your opinion as to the construotion
of the last paragraph of the recently smended law in regard
40 the record of births to be kept by the County Clerk and
as shown in fSec. 20, or Rule 53a, of Art. 4477, R.C.S.
1936t of this law,

"The point in question is whether or not the oopies of
4he records filed with the County Clerk should be filed and
properly indexed or if they should be filed, and recorded in
full, and indexed,"

Rule 53a of Article 4477, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, reads
in part as followss

", « « And provided further, that the Looal Registrar
shall sulmit to the commiszsioners! court or the county au-
ditor, as the case may be, & true and agcurate copy of each
birth and each death cerfifioate filed with him and such
copies shall be deposited in the county olerk's office, and
the county clerk shall be paid fer indexing and preserving
suoh records, such ocompensation as may be decided upon by
the commissioners' court."

Rule 51a of Artiocle 4477, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, proe=
vides in part: .
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*That the State Department of Health shall prepars,
print apd supply to all Registrars all blanks and forms
used in registering, recording and preservimg the returns,
or in otherwise ¢arrying out the purpcaes of this Act, and
each city and incorporated towm shall primt and supply its
looal registrar, sad each county shall print and supply
the county clerk with permanent record bocks, in form ap-
proved by the State Registrar, for the recording of all
births and deaths ocourrimg withim their respective juris-
dictions. The State Registrar shall prepare and issue such
detailed imptructions as may be required te procure the un-
iform obzervance of its provisions and the maintenmance of a
perfect system of registratiom; and no other forme shall be
used than those appreved by the State Depsrtment of Health."

It will be noted that Rule 5la of Article 4477, supra, specifw
ioally prevides that each county shall print amd supply the ooumty clerk
with permanent record beoks, im forms approved by the Jtate Registrar,
for the recording of all births amd deaths oocourrimg withinm their respeo-
tive jurisdictioms, Considerimg the tw provisions of Article 4477,
quoted above, it is apparent that it wes contsmplated by the Legislature
that each coumby clerk should file, index amd record im full a copy of
each birth and death certificate deposited in his office by the commia=
gioners’ ocourt in the permanext record books, in form appreved by the
State Rogistrar, for the reoording of all births and deaths oocurring
within their respective jurisdictions.

Trusting that the foregoiag fully snswers your _igqui'ry,; wWo ars
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AWslhzegw By /s/ Ardell Williams
. Ardell Williams
APPROVED JUL 9, 1941 _ Assistant

/s/ Grover Sellers
FIRST ASSISTANT
ATIORNEY GENERAL
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